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1 P the month of March aſt year, 6 790) 
. the Lords of the Committee of Council, 
| appointed for the conſideration of all matters 


relating to trade and foreign plantations, ſub- 
mitted to the King 4 repreſentation on the 


ſtate of the laws for regulating the exporta · 
tion and importation. of Corn, and on the 


amendments and improvements which they 


5 ſuppoſed wanting in thoſe Jaws; which re- 


preſentation was printed and delivered we: 
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the information of the members of both 
Houſes of Parliament. : 


| In this' repreſentation it is ſtated, that 
* upon an average of nineteen years, from. 
1 1746 to 1765, the corn exported from this 


* country is ſuppoſed to have produced a neat d 
profit of not leſs than 6 51, oo. yearly— 
* but that in the eighteen years, from 1770 


to 1788, this country has ſuſtained a loſs in 
© the corn-trade of 291, 00. yearly, which 
ſum it has annually paid to foreign nations 

for the ſupply of its inhabitants. 


This intelli gence, on firſt view of ſo un- 
pleaſant an aſpect, is followed by the com- 
5 forting hope expreſſed by the ſame high 
5 hy,” c that a <han ge ſo extraordinary, 


= It has hams Mag . for public fale by Stock- 
f dale in Piccadilly. 


I Lord Sheffield (in his Obſervations on this Corn- 15 
Bill, p. 5.) ſays, © the ſum paid to foreigners for e orn 
during that period, is undoubtedly much greater ? 
but he quotes no Nara and ſtates no reaſort for 
eee 1 1 0 e wo A 
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* 
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* Fs concernof fo chuck importance; is only 
to be imputed. to an increaſed. population ; 
to the numbers of horſes and other cattle 

which we now. breed and maintain more 

chan formerly; and to that opulence which. 
© has generally diffuſed | itſelf through all 

« ranks. of men, from the extenſion of our 

6 * trade and manufactures, and which has oe 

« caſioned an increaſed conſumption! of all 


the neceſſaries of life; for there can be no 
* reaſon. to ſuppoſe, either that the agricul- 


ture of the country has of late declined, or 


* that, for ſo long a continuance. of years, 


© the Tealons; have, been N ee 


The 1 , however, which might 


acife from this reflection is, in the next para- . 


graph, checked by the followin g very 


alarming. information; the Committee are 
further impreſſed with the importance of | 
1 this ſubject, and are the more induced to : 

' 5 think that it OE: immediate attention, 


6 as, 


, 


Py 4 + 
4s, ben ennie they! Jus received of 
the produce and conſumption of corn in 


mmoſt European countries, they are inclined 
* to believe that, in ordinary years, the pro- - 


duese of corn in Europe is not more than 
equal to the conſumption of its inhabitants; 
and that whenever the crops fail in any d- 
* gree, the deficiency can only en. 

be , OI 


Goes frinka aur urs fuctdat bir oa 
 ainly implied: the muſt, indeed, among 
| the nations of Europe, have been moſt | 
particularly in the contemplation of the 
Committee; and their ſtatement of the im- 
ports and exports of corn, with the obſerva- 
tion upon ir, leaves no room to doubt but 
they meant to have ir underſtood as their 
opinion, © that Great Britain is, and without 
2a a decreaſe of population, muſk ever remain, 
eee with bread,” e 


. W 
_ 
* 


2 8 1 operation 9 
improve the condition of the country, and ef- 
feQually obviate ſo dreadful a calamity as a 
deficiency of bread, has employed their l- 
bors. From the known abilities and cha- 
5 rafters of thoſe. ingaged in this buſineſs, 
much was - reaſonably to be expected. The 
noble Lord in particular, who preſides in the 
Committee, is, in experience of official buſi- 
neſs, inferior to none; in tried ability for che 
conduct of it, ſuperior to maſt. Yer the 
public hope has been bitherto, not a little dif- | 
appointed in the reſult, A bill has been of- 
fered to Parliameat ; but fo far from finding 
general approbation, it has, already experi- 
ä enced, in the Houſe of Comroons, powerful 
oppoſition; ſo far from carrying with it eon 


viction that it will aunſwer the falutary pur» 

| poſe which its framers have had in view, it 
is thought by many more likely to inhance 
the tremendous evil: which it is intended to 
| | Pre- 


- 


5 c 8] 

_\ /provent: and, in particular, the clauſe con- 

1 taining the principal innovation propoſed for 
the improvement of the corn - lw, has been 
rejected, in oppoſition to the moſt popular Mi- 

niſter chat this en OLIN ever So ; 

+5 this ae of We, no man "EF ins 

different to the event; no citizen can be with- 
out a right to declare his opinion. Indeed i it 
is a ſubject, on ſome points at leaſt of which, 

_ thoſe moſt remote from high office are per- 
haps more likely to have the experience and 
information neceſſary for forming a juſt 

judgement, than thoſe who have paſſed their 
lives in the ſituation of miniſters of State, or p 
in preparing for that ſituation. As a country- 
_ gentleman, therefbre, I ſhall not fear to com- 
municate to the public thoſe opinions which a 
country- gentleman may fairly preſume to | 
form. Already Lord Sheffield, a Member of 
the Houſe of Commons, after having, i in the 
Houſe, delivered his ſentiments on the ſubject 
withot ut che effect he defired, has given them 
to 


N T . 
* I ſhall will t to you 
fer-to, rather than interfere with, his pam« 
flet, which abounds in juſt and weighty | 
obſervations. In travelling toward the fame _ 
point with his Lordſhip, by a road ſomething * 
| different, I ſhall take notice of different ob- 0 


jects, and I ſhall take larger notice of ſome 5 
on which he has but ſlightly touched. 
; The production of corn is * firſt and 5 


* moſt important occupation of the ſubjects of 
« every country, and on its ſucceſs reſts the 

© main ſupport and proſperity of every other 

trade. For the ſake of the conſumer, : 
« therefore, the moſt liberal i incouragement 

and protection ſhould be given to thoſe em- 8 

© ployed in it; for without offering proper 

* incitements to their induſtry, . can 

never be procured.” . 


* 


p 


ſ 


| 0 10 1 5 | 
Tbeſe are the very juſt and very impor- 
eee the Lords of the Commie- 
tee of Council, at the concluſion of their ye 
preſentation to the King. It is mafft highly 
i ſatis factory to me to haue ſuch prineiples, 
| ſlated on ſuch authority, fur the ground · 
work, and I defire no other, of all that 
1 have to ſay on the ſubject before me. 
How it has been that in the bill offered 
to Parliament for the improvement of the 
corn-laws, cheſe principles have been ap- 
parently overlooked, may not, poſſtbly, be 
for me to inquire. - Lord Shefficld hints ; 
c chat a fruittefs difpofition' (in the Lords of 
of the Comnlittee) | 4 to obpiate every inte- 
= reſted mu rmur, Ras rendered them*” (the 
principles) · ineffetual or ferhicious'® + - 
me, however, be permittet to obſervr that, : 
while the intereſts of trade have, for the kit 
century or two, formed a principal object of 
ſtudy for Ratolimen, | in almoſt ITT govern- 


| « " Obſervations on the Corn-bill, p. 7 3. 2d. Edition. 
ment | 


t 5 


1 Bunte thaſe of agricultuee, ho 


boten ſpoken of as of the firſt importance, 
are far from having been actually treated 


— 


ä with equal attention. To account for this, 


perhaps it may ſuffice to conſider the diffe- 
rent manner in Which Land and Commerce . 

offer themſelves as objects en which to raiſe 8 

a public revenue. Land can be taxed, and 

in detail: Land affords little wariney:; of arti · 
cles for taxation, and thoſe always the ame : 

- Commerce offers innumerable, and is fre- 
: quently producing new : Land, Aurdy in its 

nature, is patient under injury, and able to 


heavily taxed, in the groſs 3 


bear rough treatment; Comtneroe is delicate 
and itritable in extreme 3 -winces before 
ux is touched; ſcreams at but the imagina» 
tion of danger, and kicks at or flies from the 
lighteſt injury. State ſmen have, therefore, 
been compelled to ſtudy the intereſts of Com- 


which Commerce affords: they 


3 


5 ber not ben equally urged 40 n acquains - 


A tance 


merce, if they would profit from the means 


1 

tance with the intereſts of Agriculture, be- 
cauſe, in utter ignorance of them, they can 
raiſe a large revenue from Land. 


But, however it has happened, on com- 
paring the bill offered to Parliament with the 
| ö 1 repreſentation ſubmitted to the King, it ap- 
1 pears, I muſt own, to me, as it ſeems to 
have appeared to Lord Sheffield, that the 
Lords of the Committee have, upon their 
own principles, begun their buſineſs at the 
1 wrong end: they have been conſidering of 
I means to improve the corn-trade, when they 


l ſhould have been inquiring for means to 


| | improve the corn-culture : they have too 
| haſtily (I have great reſpect for them, and | 
Fi would not wantonly uſe expreſſions that 
might ſeem to imply the contrary) but 1 
| muſt hope that they have much too haſtily 
|. adopted the notion, and declared it to the 
BM world, that Britain is unable to ſupply itſelf 
with bread ; that Britain muſt be dependent 
upon other countries for ſubſiſtence; that 


"= 


* 


1 3 9 


he muſt be dependent upon Anita The 
imagination of ſuch importance in the diſ- 
covery of Columbus never occurred tothe | 


heated fancies of our anceſtors, when they 


= were moſt eager in adventure to the new 
wolld'i in queſt of gold; and ſurely it be⸗ 


hoves us to conſider well and i inquire dili- | 


gently before we reſt under the perſuaſion 


that it is now neceſſary for us to go thither for 


bread ; and ſtill more before we take mea - 


ſures which may produce the neceſſity, if it 


does not Toe: exiſt, or may inhanoy it if i it 


1 


— 


The Lords of the committee of Council 
have themſelves obſerved, that a miſtaken 


ſpeculation in the trade of corn may be pro- 


ductive of the moſt ſerious ill conſequences, 


dearth, general diſtreſs, popular commotion.® 


1 


\ 
/ 


* Repreſentation, p. Py or 7. I did not know, 


when _ ES were cemmitied: to wri- 


ting, 


% 
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If, then, La ad © 
bill with the principles which they have 


ts 3 


themſelves laid down, the firſt remark that 
occurs (thus, at leaſt, thoſe diſpoſed" to cavil 
at the meaſures af adminiſtration will proba- 
bly turn it) is, that they propoſe to protpote | 


the home production of corn by eſtabliſhing 
perpetual magazines of the produce of other 
| countries, This is the Bberal incourage- 
ment to the corn-grower, this oe 5 


tion, this the incitement to induſtry, with 


out which, as the Lords of e 
of Council have declared, plenty can never be 
procured lx On the other hand, thoſe deſi- 


rous to find whatever may deſerve applauſe 


and obviate reproach, while they give credit 


to the framers of the bill * ao mi 


| ting, that the Repreſentation had been printed for 
public ſale by Stockdale in Piccadilly. In citing the 
pages, the firſt number refers to the copy printed for 
the uſe of the Houſe of Commons, the ſecond to that 

| printed by Stockdale, | | 


OM Repreſentation, p. 20 © or 25. | 


| 


\ 


55 
| in the nos; taken to promote the unde 
in corn, and to keep down the price of {@ 
indiſpenſable an article for the conſumer, 
muſt be ſorely diſappointed: to find no pro- 
viſion, or next to none, for incouraging the 
_ growth at home, and reſtoring that advan- 
tageous circumſtance which a few years 
only ago certainly exiſted, the ſaperiority of 
the home produce to the conſumption ; and 
the uncertain event of the principal innova- 
tion propoſed,. ſore alarm at the — 
at leaſt, of danger which it bears, that in 
: this, as in ſo many former inſtances, the 
landed will become a factifice to the trading 
intereſt, and that the permanent welfare orf 
the country will be bartered for « profert bat 


e . 


Thee A 2 writer, moſt deſervedly of very 
5 high authority, who has ſtated principles on the 
ſubject of the corn· trade, different from thoſe 

P by the Lords of the Committee of 


Coun- | 


t 
Council in their ee to . . 
and exactly coinciding with what appears to 
1 have guided them in framing the corn- bill. 
1 In Adam Smith's Inquiry concerning the 
Waeealch of Nations we find the following 
1 paſſage : _* The trade of the merchant im- 
© porter of foreign corn for home conſump- 
tion, evidently contributes to the imme- 
« diate ſupply of the home market, and muſt | 
ſo far be immediately beneficial to the great 
© body of the people. It tends, indeed, to 
© lower ſomewhat the average money-price 
- © of corn, but not to diminiſh its real value, 
or the quantity of labor which it is capable 
of maintaining. If importation was at all | 
© times free, our farmers and coun try- gentle ⸗ 


men would, probably, one year with ano- 
© ther, get leſs money for their corn than 
« they do at preſent, when importation is 
at moſt times in effect prohibited; but 
the money which they got would be of. | 
more value, would buy more goods of all 
other kinds, . would * more labor. 


_ Thane 


4 


* 17 1 
„ Their real welth;: their real revenue, there- 


fore; would be tlic fame as a preſent, : 
tho it might be expreſſed by a ſmaller | 
quantity of ſilver j and they would be nei- 
t ther diſabled nor diſcouraged: from culti- 
| © vating corn as much as they do at preſent. | | 
on the contrary, as the riſe in che real 


5 value of ſilver, i in conſequence. of lowering 


the money- price of corn, lowers ſome- | 


what the money-price of all other commo- 


* dities, it gives the induſtry of the country, 
where it takes place, ſome advantage in all 
y tends to in- 


« foreign markets, and there 
. courage and. inereaſe that -induſtry. But 


_ © the extent of the home- market for corn | 
© muſt be in Ptoportion- to 'the- general in- 


« duſtry of the country where it grows, or 
to the number of thoſe who produce | ſorne- 


ching elſe,” or, what comes'to the ſame | 
by ching, the price of ſomething elſe, to | 


give in exchange for corn. But in eve- 
ry country the bome- market, as it is 


ane convenient, ſo it is S 
Fee 1 le- 


- 
x * 
; * 
- . 
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ing the juſt authority ef bis work by ſhow- 


141 


Ae the greateſt and — 
dirket, for,. corn. That tiſe in the ral 
_ *walne of Myer therefore, which is the ef- 


ect of lowering the average money price 


ef com, tends no inlarge the greateſt and 


moſt important market Far corn, and there- 
. 4 40 cages CO e ue 


tee Sab | 


1.6 -revere his principles of Political Eeo- 


nomy in general, and {© admire his ſingu- 
ladly able e zen of them, chat I would 
not, for a light cauſe, either expoſe myſelf 

to the charge of preſumption by controyerts = 
ing what he has advanced, .or riſk weaken- 


ing that he was ignorant in any matter on 


which he has undertaken-to-decide. But che 
ſudbject is too important to allow that miſtake 


an in bis dk ubich — his 
knowlege of | agriculture was feanty, it * 
better that it ſhoukd be fo. generally under»! 
ſtood. Of whatever in agriculture is obvious: 
wich his uſual fagacity : in logicab dedue+” 
tion, his - perſpicacity and exaftueld-' never; 
fail him: but in bis deficiency af. practical 
_ knowlege, he bas once or twice. allumed | 
falſo premiſes 5 aud his miſtakes thow him 
ignorant of the: detail, ta a degree lefs/ to 
be expeſitcd in an inquiſitive arid! figacious 
AION * i ut of a 


{ ? p b 
it ASE 45 7 


The e e and, may 1 
profune to add, the ſtateſmen, Adam Smith, 
and the Lords of the Committee of Council, 
| ſeem equally to have omitted duly to conſi- 
der that che ſoil and climate of England, for 
the moſt, part, and particularly for the moſh 
i „ 
we ons 8 „„ 
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a 20 1 
pal modes for deriving revenue from land; 
widely different in themſelves, of very diffe- 
rent advantage to the nation at large, but often 
fo nearly equal in profit to the individual poſſeſ - 
for, that a very ſmall matter may decide his 
preference of either to the other; of Feeding ta 
Tillage, or of Tillage to Feeding. This being ſo, 


i muſt be obvious, that the ready effect of he 
importation of foreign corn for home con - 


ſumption, unleſs in times of ſcarcity and 
dearth, muſt be, not to incourage the home 

growth of corn, but to diſpoſe both land- 
owner and land-holder to convert arable ta 
graſs; for which, without any new inſti- 


gation, t the exiſting inducements are perhaps 


too numerous and too F * 


Ae <: * 0 
* y * 4 # 8 4 3 wil { - 
. ; l * ' 1 . . 


But as, for want of Font in the bu⸗ 


ue," miſtaken notions a are . we © ſes, bed 


= 1 Smith bimſclf "on adverted t to this eff, i in 
War nearly analogous, in antient Italy. Wealth 

1 11. p. 15 vol. I, 8 1776. L 
and 


850 to other 18 ſo poſſibly i it may haps 


pen with regard to this; it may be imagined 
that the increaſe of paſture : at the expence of 


arable land is no national evil: more cattle it 
may be ſuppoſed, will be fed; population 
will of courſe attend upon general plenty; 


and the hands which loſe employment in 


| huſbandry may be advantageouſly turned to, 


manufactures: Holland may be gited for ex- 


ample ; producing no corn, and neyertheleſs, 


the moſt populous and flouriſhing province 


in Europe. An anſwer to this however 


can be neceſſary for few and need not be 
lang · The Dutch, compelled to exertion by 
untoward cireumſtances, and guided by 7 8. po- 


_iey. wiſely adapted to their circumſtances, 


have flouriſhed wonderfully; but their for- 
| tpn, which began in perils, muſt always re- 
main hazardous: they cannot realize it; if 
they would continue to have a great income 
they muſt continue (may l be allowed the com- 
© pariſon) to hold the faro-bank. N we 


have 


, 


3 
. — "PU 
: 


„ 
have toq much diſpoſition among ys, i in, pubs. 


lic not leſs chan in private concerns, to give. 
our attention with a fonder predilection to, 
che faro-bank than ta our eſtates; Commerce 
an hing ur * hand. we: e | 


1 4 


ben far wee er een th | 
. right commerce may be neceffary, wiſdom 
weill fureſy require thar it fnould be as links 
_ as/ poſſible. neeeſſary to our ſubſiſtence; that 
ve ſhould make the beſt uſe of the precious 
ſs kderally fpred before us, and not reduce 


ow fi xa giv, depend for brad upon 
commerce. Nor i is it n en wnqeaſS of | 
cattle will follow upon the converſion: of 
_ plow-land to paſture. On the contrary, it is 
well known that through the moder 3 
Proverments in huſbandry, which are fel in . 


progres, ee nene corn in 


2 
courſe, 
q * 
* 


3 t 3 1 : 

courſe, may, in general, be made to Mmain- 
tain mare cattde din eee. 
e ee buſineſs, it is Cheat. 
evidenttharthepopulation, plenty, and ſoou- 
rity of the ;country;, are manifold more pro- 
| _—_— Wm judicious abe 
ae. n eee neceſſary. 


eee aer — 
forees in{Zlf:to notice, of which nevertheleſs it | 
ſeems difficult to know how to ſpeak, Of all 
obſtacles to an improved and increaſing tillage, 
_ which ever id or almoſt can exiſt, where 
 iborey and property are protected by law, 
Tithè is furely the greateſt, "Nevertheleſs, tho 

ere grofs and glaring inconveniences ariſing, 
both ito che public and to individuals, Trom 
chat moſt oppreſſive and impolitic of all taxes, 

Es | are 


» 


8 n 24 9 oo 
are as d genenliy acknowleged as” extentively 
felt, yet. every propoſal to procure a commu- 


tation of it, tho brought forward by men 
in exalted ſituations, has been ſo totally 


unſucceſsful, . that no common. occaſion - 


could perhaps warrant the preſumption of a 
private individual even to mention it again. 
But hen ſo ſolemn a declaration, from ſuch 

authority as that of the Lords of Council, 


warrants the apprehenſion that, if America 


| ſhould be adverſe, or ſeas ſhould be ſtormy, 
or an enemy's cruizers ſhould be ſucceſsful, 
Britain may want bread, any one may ſurely 

be allowed to ſay what in his opinion might 
© obviate ſo formidable a calamity; and if means 


exiſt for inabling her own ſail to produce the 

deſired plenty, it may be not unreaſonable to 
hope that the meaſure, formerly rejected be- 
cauſe it was difficult, may be now underta- 
ken if it ſhould be found not impoſſible; for- 
' merly reprobated as a hazardous innovation 
on" the old N may be now adenine, fi it 
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1 


can be made not inconſiſtent ith, eee 


Jeb wy fir en a e ee 
the ſpoliation of the clergy of France for an 


example here. Nor {hall I make any in- 
|  quiry into the right which has been fo long 
allowed to our clergy, to appropriate, to their 
own ſole uſe and benefit, a revenue originally 
given for the additional purpoſes of repairing 
their churches and relievin g the poor. The 
clergy ſhould have a liberal maintenance, in 
ſome degree proportioned to the wealth of the 
country; and tho inſtances may exiſt in 
which ſinecures and pluralities may, not totally 
without reaſon, be conſidered as abuſes, yet 
in too many others the clerical ſtipend is no- —_ 
toriouſly too gr Neither will I ſtop to 1 
n | 


— 


Adam Smith ſays, In England, and in all = 

© man Catholic countries, the lottery of the church is 

iin reality much more advantageous than is neceſſary. 

c The example of the * of Scotland, of Geneva, 
"2 and 
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inlarge, tho the ſubje& is not a little im- 
x portant, upon the injury to religion and 
morality, « or the inconveniencies to the clergy 
themſelves, in ſeparable from a mode of reve- 
nue fo fingularly calculated to excite diſcord 
-where there dught to be the pureſt harmony; 
a mode by which it is impoſſible that the 
moſt valuable and reſpectable of the order, 
the meek, the conſcientious, the generous, 


E ſhould obtain their juſt dues, and equally im- 


© and of ſeveral 'other proteſtant churches, may ſatisfy 
cus that, in ſo creditable a profeſſion, in which educa- 
© tion is ſo eaſily procured, the hopes of much more 
© moderate benefices will draw a ſufficient number of 
© learned, decent, and reſpectable men into holy orders.“ 
Wealth of Nations, b. 1. c. 10. p. 164. edit. 1776. This 
However is meer matter of opinion, on which others 
may differ from him. In another place we find an ob- 
ſervation of more ſterling weight. The more of this. 
fund (the revenue ariſing from land) is given to the 
church, the leſs, it is evident, can be ſpared to the 
e ſtate. It may be laid down as a certain maxim that, 
© all other things being ſuppoſed equal, the richer the 
church, the poorer muſt neceſſarily be, either the ſo- 
«© yereign on the one hand, or the people on the other ; 
© and in all caſes, the leſs able muſt the ſtate be to de- 
«fend itſelf. Wealth of Nations, b. & e. 1. p· 407. 


poſſible 


1 2 1 


> poſſible. that thoſe of an "oppoſite character, 
the haughty, the moroſe;” the avaricious, 
(many ſuch it will be hoped there are not, 


but ſorhe it muſt be feared there always will 
be) ſhould not make themſelves the plagues 
of their pariſhes; and render even their vene- 
nable profeſſion an object of popular deteſta- 


tion. My preſent purpoſe will be meerly to 


point out to the many, whoſe ſituation has 


not led them to acquaintance with the ſub- 
ect, the neceſſiry tendency of Tithe, to check 


7 improvements of agriculture in general, and 


moſſt particularly to check the cultivation of 

corn. The operation of tithe indeed is ſo va- | 

rious, according to circumſtances, ſo change- | 

1 able, according to the tempers of men on Z 
whom the collection depends, that it would 


be ſcarcely poſſible, through the moſt labori- 


ous- inveſtigation, to calculate with any ap- 
| proach to exaQneſs the amount of the injury 


ſuſtained by the public through that oppteſ- 


five tax. But a very little conſideration ma 


convince any diſpoſed to the inquiry, that the 
| _ amount 


{OX 
amount of the miſchief, by which _ 
: * is ve N 
. miſchief by wo profits is a 
deſcription which 1 do not at all fear to apply 
to Tithe, tho I well know the ſuppoſition has 
been common, that it is impoſſible to find for 
the clergy an adequate compenſation ; ade- 
quate at the fame tire in value and in ſecu- 
rity, and of a nature to follow, like tithe, all 
che varieties that in the lapſe of ages may hap- 
Pen in the value of money. I am fully per- 
ſuaded that Corn - rents may be made equal to 
the object in every particular; an idea far 
from new, and to which Inever heard an ob- 
jeQion of any weight; indeed J ſcarcely ever 
heard an objection. Nor does the advantage 
of that modo of providing a revenue for the 
clergy reſt upon ſpeculation only; it has been 
proved in the practice of centuries, during 
which-the colleges of our univerſities, which 
poſſeſs eſtates paying corn-rents, have found 
them perfectly ſecure, leading to no litiga- 


tion, 
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tion, and ſubject to inconvenience of no kind. 


Neither, from ſuch converſation as I have had 
opportunity to have with the clergy on the 


ſubject, have I any reaſon to ſuppoſe the, 


would, in general, be averſe to a fair coms 


mutation : on the contrary I have known 


many of them declare they very much wiſhed 


it. The difficulty would be, not to accomo- 
date corn · rents to the purpoſe, but to aſcertain 


dhe value of * ein the kingdom; a 


upon an, average * _ pariſh, ha han 


bas been ſo frequently experienced where 
oommon - fields have been incloſed. But per · 


haps the greater difficulty would be to induce 


thoſe to undertake the. buſineſs who alone 
have means to carry it through. Preſent ad- 
vantage commonly excites the energy of 
| ſtateſmen ; and this would not follow the 

commutation of tithe. Individuals indeed 


would be immediately relieved: againſt dearth 
and famige new ſecurity would quickly ac- 
erue to the country: population would grow | 


with 


[ 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
io 


— 
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with the increafing demand for labor; but 2 
any advantage to the public revenue would 
be diſtant. | Nevertheleſs in the preſent mo- 
ment circumſtances are not wanting to af- | 
ford better hope, chan at any former time, chat : 
the beneficial taſk may be undertaken by 


- thoſe capable of accompliſhing it : when mi- 


niſters themſelves hold out to national conſi- 
deration the alarming intelligence that the 
country is in danger of wanting bread; when 
at the head of them is one who has already 


ſhown, that his diligence and courage, (of his 
abilities it is needleſs to ſpeak) are equal to 


any labor that the public good may require, 
and who is yet at ſo early a period of life that 
he may hope to reap the late harveſt, where 
others muſt be contented to injoy in prophetic 
viſion only the reward of the ſeedtime toil, | 


to proceed- then to the little that appears 
neceſſary to ſay of the effect of tithe upon 


agriculture, that it has a direct tendency to 


diſcourage improvement. of every kind is tec 
obvious 


L 21 *I 

| obyious to require more chan to be men- 
tioned. But, it is much to our preſent pr 
poſe 'to obſerve chat, beſide a general ten- 
dency to check all improvement, tithe has a 


particular tendency to check improvements in 


| tillage, and to occaſion a preference of Feed- 
ing to Arable-land. Here its effects do not 
come within the ready obſervation of thoſe 
who haye not opportunity to obſerve much, 
and diſpoſition to obſerve cloſely. Tithe 
does not deter a farmer from plowing; he is 


in the habit of induſtry himſelf, and his 


borſes muſt not lie idle. When he has 
plowed he will of courſe ſow. The rub 
comes vrhen he has already plowed too much; 
which he will commonly do if his landlord 
does not prevent him; or, when, in ordi- 


nary courſe, his land wants manure which 


his farm- yard cannot ' furniſh ; or- where 

draining or other improvement requires more 
than his ordinary hands. Whenever his 
land wants his money to make it produc- 
tive, theil he thinks of the Tithe. Full eleven 
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per cent of che inereaſe which his ſtrong 
box pays for, muſt go to the parſon. The 
| farmer muſt ſtand all the chance of rains in 
autumn, of froſts in winter, of blights in 
ſpring, of a wet ſummer for his ſtrong land, 
of a dry ſummer for his parching land: the 
| tenth ſheaf would reward his adventure or 
alleviate his loſs : but certain profit from the 
ſpoil of his ſtrong box is to go only to one 
who contributes neither money nor labor, 
nor has any claim of merit whatever to the 
increaſe of produce. He hefitates ; and un- 
lefs he is more than commonly liberal, or 
more than commonly thoughtleſs, no im- 
provement is made. 5 


* Tithe operates much leſs injuriouſly upon 
Feeding-land. Little induſtry is there em- 
ployed : capital is beſtowed not upon the land 
but upon ſtock - and except in the article of 
hay, the tithe that can be taken is comparatively 
ſmall. In many parts there is a modus ſor 
milk where there is none for corn: and where 
| the 


| Co 3 Ss 3 
the n 60 take all. ſmall tithes i in hand Þ er. | 


iſts, it is not eaſily exerciſed. Here again | 
oocurs the conſideration of the clergyman, 8. 


| intereſt and the clergyman' s reputation. The 


| conſcientious, the benevolent, the peace ma- 
king paſtor, what i is he to do? If he has a; 
ſmall livin g and a large family. between his . 
duty t to his children and his duty to his pa 
riſh, what perpetual anxiety muſt he ſuffer J. 
The haughty and griping cannot get his full 
dues; and even the moſt wriggling attorney, 
to whom, as is too common, the right of 
worrying the pariſh may be ſold, cho in- 
genuity in the legal modes of vexation may 
make their damage greater, it will ſeldom make 
his- profit equal the real value of the tihe. 
This however, tho hardly to be paſſed by, 
is not the confideratian to which it 1s my ; 
purpoſe principally to direct attention. What 


I would point out is, that Tithe has, in every 


caſe, a tendency to decide the landowner to a 
rogue of the Feeding to the Tilage-nk, 
: Dane: FO 7 
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i 1. Gola. cultivated land, we broceed to A 
; conſideration of wild ground capable of culti- 


| vation, we ſhall find the diſcotragemeit from 
5 1 > Tithe, wherever it cannot be avoided by an 8 


allotment to the clergyman, is enormous. 80 
long ago as the reign of Edward the Sixth 
a ſtatute was made with the obvious intention 
to give ſome relief, againſt the oppreſſion of 
that impolitic tax, to thoſe who would em pa 
theit induſtry and their capital in converting 
| unprofitable to productive land; but the deci- 
ſions of the coftrts, ever jealous of the intereſts 
of the clergy, have made the effect of this well · 
meant, but perhaps ill-worded; ſtatute null. 
The grievance remains in its original extent; 
- and, the moment a piece of waſte has been 
improved, ten per cent of the produce ac- 
erues as a benefit to the clergyman, In 
many caſes that ten per cent would reward 
tlie induſtry and riſk of the i improver, where, 
without it, he can hardly make, or cannot 
make, common intereſt by ſuch employment 
of his capital. Of courſe the improvement 
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i e wil. never 1 the TS 


long as they can get a crop by it without . 


direct expence in money upon their land. 
But this [diſpoſition in the farmer to over- 


5 plow, co: operates with the effect of tithe to 
diſpoſe landlords to a preference of paſture 
to arable farms. Paſture is little liable to 
miſchief, and cafily watched : arable is open 
to ready and great injury, and with difficulty 
guarded againſt it. N evertheleſs, if. the dues 


to. the clergy: were. regulated by any other cri- 


terion than the amount of induſtry and capi - 
tal employed by the cultivatot, farmers would 


| be induced to ſpend their mouey in improve: 


ments of which the profits would be their 
own. In all the arable countries, the public, 
not leſs chan the private benefit, "WO. 


be be immediate; wherever rough. ground is 


| private property. it would date the plowz | 
She 1 E 2 and, 
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and, even in the grazing obunttios, en 
owners would, find inducement to abate the - 
rigor of their preſent ſyſtem, forbidding on 
any account to break up any paſture; for 
many thouſand acres of the richeſt ſoil in 
England, now in graſs, might be made ſo 
much more profitable i in tillage, that the con- 
ſideration of i increaſed riſk to the land, WY 

increaſed trouble in the care of it, me yall 
to the allurement of greater income. 8 8 
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- Here I uſt cake A _ 3 
of Adam Smith, an unaccountable miſtake 
for a man of his extenſive obſervation and 
diſpoſition to diligent inquiry, and which 
might be of very miſchievous tendency, if i it 
were poſſible that legiſlators. could *. unin- 
formed e to 1 u.. 


He retake the reſins put upon far- 


mers by landowners, with regard to the 
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a of ee and che ſucbeffun of j 
erops; which he" ſays, are generally the 


* effe@ts of the landlord's conceit of his own 


_ + ſuperior knowledge, a conceit in moſt caſes 


reſtraints, as a tax of regulation, a kind of pe- 
nalty.* It appears extraordinary that Adam 


Smith's: acuteneſs ſhould not have diſcoyered 
on this occaſion, what he has ſo ably ſhown - 
| where the inveſtigation was more intricate, 


very ill founded; and he even propoſes 3 
tax upon conditions in leaſes impoſing thoſe 


that, with regard to land in tillage, the inte- 


reſts of the landowner and of the public are 
generally one: the intereſts of the farmer, 
and of the public often oppoſite. It is the 


intereſt of the landowner, equally as of the 
public, that the land ſhould bear the greateſt | 


crops of the moſt valuable kinds in the quick- . 


eſt ſucceſſion which it can always maintain: 


. that the land 5 


; * 
- L 


>... Wealth of Nen b. 5 Co 2.• 2-431. V. 2. elit, 
| 1776. 


* 


„ 
1 1 
+ 


| gu. 
mould bear the greateſt crops of the and 
valuable: kinds'in a quicker ſucceſſion than it 
nan maintain. dt is therefore no leſs impor- . 
5 tant for the public than the individual dad. 
'_ owner, that tenants ſhould be confine to a 
courſe of (crops RE TIE: the ſoil __— not 
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85 Bout if FORD Smits ves is -not- 4 
free'from imperfections, itherent, in greater 
or leſs degree, in everything human, I ſhall 
naevertheleſs reſort to: it with ſatisfaction for 
Authority, as the moſt authoritative bock the 
 votld poſſeſſes upon the very important ſub- 

ject of which it treats. It is then his very 

juſt obſervation, -that Capital is no way em- 
pPloyed ſo beneſicially for the public as in 
Agriculture: Mauufactures hold - but the ſe- 
cond place; Trade the third. The capital 
ernployed in agriculture, he ſays, not only 
puts into motion a greater quantity of pro- 
ductive · labor than any equal capital em- 


e in manufactures, 1 in proportion 


* which a capital can be employed, it is by 


« far the moſt advantageous to fociety.'* He 
afterward explains very ably the cauſes of the 


decay of Agriculture in Europe, after the fall 
of the Roman empire, of the diſcouragement 


- under which it lay after arts began to revive, 
atid of the ſuperiority which Tradg and Ma- 


nufactures have obtained and ſtill preſerve 
among all the European nations. The proſ- 


perity of commerce and the wealth it intro- 


| troduced, he very juſtly obſerves, firſt rouzed 
agric ulture from its long lethargy. Never- 


theleſs it may be affirmed that the preſent 
flouriſhing ſtate of our trade and manufactures 
operates in one reſpect to the diſadvantage of 
agriculture. With all the wealth of the 


* Wealth of Nations, b. 2. c. I 5. 442. v. 1. 


i 5 coun- 


* ir adds a much greater value to | 
the annual produce of the land and labor of 
+ the country, to the real wealth and revenue 
of the inhabitants. Of all che ways im 
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5 deficiency of capital among thoſe who-ingage : 
in farming, eſpecially among 'tillage-farmers.” 


Trade and manufactures offer ſuperior allure- 


ment, by the proſpect of a leſs laborious and 


more ſocial life, and of opportunities of 
greater fortune. The ſpirit of diflipation, the 
* of adventure, the ſpirit of gambling, for 5 
al which the preſent age is renowned, all 
point to trade or manufacture in preference to 


_ agriculture z and, among the modes of agri- 


culture, to grazin g in preference to tillage. - 


Hence ariſes additional neceſſity for removing 
the obſtacles which principally diſcourage the 
| application of. capital, in the moſt beneficial 


of all * for che 8 to . | 


51. will venture to own that 1 always | 
doubted the wiſdom of repealing the Shop-tax: 
Iwill venture to add that I always doubted 
the juſtice of it. Without any wide-wan- 
dering from my ſubject after a topic whoſe 
ſeaſon is paſſed, I will endeavour in few 
nn 45 EX words 
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and tho, as a man, every il. 
is intitled to the protee- 
and care of Parliament, in common 
mare with all other Britiſh Wo yer. = 


7 
* -,* 
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— * apprehend he is 1 
inasfar as his eee of ſhop- 


TT ;ficial to the public.” Upon this 
principle I always doubted whether even the 
relief given to the poorer ſhopkeepers by the 
modification of the tax, twb years before its 
repeal, was wiſcly adminiſtered; becauſe. * 
doubted whether the miſerable ſhopkeep 
which: thar modification went to e 
was beneficial to the publie, or even to the 


individuals ingaged in it. Shopkeeping has 
the: double allurement of being little labo- 
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8 "adventure; FR bot it ſeems very poſtitle . 


moſt of thoſe numerous wretched . 
keepers of the wealthy and luxurious city 

of Weſtminſter, who. could not pay their 
pariſh-rates, might, with a little mote in- 


and perhaps alſo. their ſmall* capitals, ſmall 
each by itſelf, but of ſome conſideration 
perhaps in the aggregate, more adyantage - 
ouſly, both. for the mu and for their 
own families, in ſome other way 3 and wher 
ther the ſhop-tax, as u tax of regulation, 


might not have been beneficial to the our. 
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- Tart not however going to propoſe « rovi+ 
ral of the tak there ſeem, on the contrary; 
to have bern reaſons enough why it ſhould | 
never have been impoſed ; and, tho I doubt if 
either the wiſdom or the juſtice of the re- 
| peal can be ſupported on broad and general 
ee nn 
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—— have required == Pr. 
Its 1 ene ee approving dr diſapproving 
theſe opinions, Thopeit will not be thought bx 

any that I have totally quitted my ſubject to 

ſtate them; for I conceive, that, when, under 

the urgency of the very .glarming information n 
communicated. by the Lor 4a of the. Qorenip - 
tee of Council, the means of pr til - 
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lage become. ſuch intereſting obje&s of public 
Mention, >. principle upon which dhe ap 
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olf capital to au E © 


A ber can be no Job but the exportation MM 
of horſes, and the exportation of cheeſe, 80 5 
perhups of butter, ſo much inereaſel of late, 


gounties would probably be diſſatisfied with a 
fax uren the exportation of cheeſe, the immo- | _ 
derate 1 


Li 


y commuted, they might make them 


elves ample amends'by an improved tillage, | 


and even without imi üing their 
The üllage farmer does not readily aas! 
| his confined education, among other circufn circufn: 


much inore iitnited 1 in the courſe: of his buſt- 
neſs than that of the grazier, erde undet 


diſadvantages in a ſtrange country: other- 
wiſe, an eaſt· country farmer could not . 
make a fortune on an arable farm in Gloceſ- 
terſhire, Somerſetſhire, or Wiltſhire ; and 
in che weſtern covnties, particularly the rich 
and extenſive ſhire of Deron, the meer change, 
by which the capitals of the, yeomansy ſo 


miſerably waſted in the purchaſe of ſmall 


life. eſtates, might be employed, with ſo 
much 1 e to een and to 
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dag however my reſpett ks 
the gentlemen of the cheeſe· countries, andi 
e add, ny fear of Rem, 1 Will venture- 9 


een n de cel, to excuſe.” "Buy Ada 


PETE 
dekeſt of this country. "Bread then is the firlt _ 
and moſt indiſpenſable. ſtaff of life for the la- 


5 bog Pe Not meat, but (cheeſe is the 175 


"Pp ſecond: even bacon is but a third: beef and 
ö mutton, except hung · beef in parts of the north 
of Englan ſupplying the place of pork and 
bacon in the ſouth, come little in their way. 
Wuy is ir, when ſach anxious care is taken, 5 
at the riſk of checking the home growth, and 
groſily injuring the landed intereſt, to keep 
ae price of corn, chat no * at · 
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fable for the liboing poor is fo Wa riſen, 
-and che value; of money ſo great fallen, | 
whey the money price of ghecſe, in partious 
ler, is morg chan doubled Within the aft 
Half century;, how-can it poſſibly be ſo neceſe 
ſary as the legillature ſeem. to have been per- 
ſluaded. chat, gorn alang ſhould, be forcibly | 
Legt to a lower money pries than the; ſuffici- 
ent ſubſiſtende of the laboring poor e 
_ found to require a century. and half ago g. In 
my inability to reconcile the apparent incenſiſ- 
tency, if I may ſpeak, I. Muſt declare chat, 
tao my apprehenſion, there is à want of gon · 
nected and comprehenſive ſyſtem and, if for 
want of knowing how; better to explain my 
meaning, I may be allowed a very homely, 
but it appears to mme a yery juſt compariſbn; 
the attempt to retedy our deficient growth 
of corn, as the bill now depending; in Parba- 
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|  laborkng poor had not been in effect prohibited 
the uſe of beer; the contraband trade that 


5 [7 50 12 15 5 

There is nevertheleſa a tax w ich checks 
ilk couſuraption! of grain, in a Aub verx 
injurious to: the chuntry. Among all the 


taxes paid to Government, that which, 4 * 
_ different ways, is paid for beer, is perhaps, 
in its preſent amount, the moſt pernicious. 


It operates as a moſt powerful i incouragement 


to ſtrupelting': forming almoſt the main ſpring. 
of it, fince the contraband trade B Ag 
been ebecked by che late wiſe alteration. 


a Smuggling will always have place more or 15 


leſs on this coaſts; but, if the families of the 


ſpreadsand has its regular connections through 
every 'part of the kingdom, would never have 


acquired thut ſplendor; and ſmuggled ſpirits 


would not have been as familiarly known on 
the hills of Derbythire as on the coaſt 'of 
Cornwall, With the incouragement to 


| fuggling 8. „the tax on beer operates as an in- 


ſtigition to dram- drinking 3 injures” "the 


ND. injures the morals of the largeſt clifs | 


5 5 . e 


„ 1 
of it Inuee? and feduces -the: des and 


| ſturdy 1 race of villagers to the diſſolute man- 5 


ners and debilitated bodies of the worſt rabble 
| of great towns. Morality and modern legiſ- 
lation indeed have ſometimes been thought to 
have 5 no e 55 conneQtion 4 bue Ee? the i in- 


that cannot but inſue ba a Ming 
drinking by dram-drinking among the lower 
orders of men, may deſerve the conſideration | 
of thoſe to whom the revenue and commeree 
of the country are objects of care. But what · 
ever may have been the character of former 
times, there are, in our preſent legiſlative 


body, thoſe who cannot be ſaid to be inatten- 


— 


— 


tive to the cauſe of morality; and when, 25 


doubtful ſchemes of moral good are purſued 
beyond the Atlantic ocean, at the riſk of great 
political, likely enough to be attended with 
no ſmall amount of moral evil, we may hope 


chat the morality of the great body of the 


| people at home may come to be ſo far an ob- 
FA of conſideration, as not totally tobe thrown 
| x. „ out - 
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| There is one ok een ated by the 
LonleaftbeCotoniincec? Council chemſelves, 
as to be apprehended from a ſcarcity of corn, 


which the 1 hes 80, v indie 


tendency to au evil of a mixt na- 
ture, political 04 SHES which they, men- 
tion more chan once by the name of popular 
commotion. In civilized times and under a | 
_regular, gov -nment;. ſmuggling, even. What 
is now left of it, forms a ſingular ſchool for 
inſurgency; where men, praiſed in 'toil 


3 and danger, live in habitual oppoſition to the | 


g Jaws and government, and at the ſame time 
in habitual friendly connection with the great 
body of the people. When high tax es forbid 
the uſe of beer, the ſmuggler's s trade is looked 

upon wir more particular complacency; and 
the great body of the people become habitu- 

ated to the dan erous ideas. that to eyade, or 

; weren to are he law. produces 

public 
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ments 2 bc forbids che migration of i in- 

Ae to the parts where i it is wanted, and 

1 1 compels the maintenance of involu 

I boch. I wiſh Sir William Voung would 1 

| | again bring forward, with ſuch. improve. 
ments as he is very e of making, his 

bill for emancipating the poor from their 

preſent attachment to the glebe, and reliev- „5 

ing from a baniſhment for life, from cheir ER 

"Oy 1 nes thoſe whoſe. 


3 


— 


tical 0 or bee al objeat, 1 3 be 

worthy, the attention of ſome. of thoſe Who 

8 are ſo anxious to legiſlate. for che whites of _ 
| Jamaica or.the blacks of Guinea. | 


1 34 1 . 

Voting 8 however all the exiſling 
eee and hindrances, I have no 
doubt but the Committee of Council are am- | 
| ply. founded in their opinion that the agri- 
- culture of the country has not of late de- 
clined.” - I am even perſuaded. chat it has 
been improving and extending. The great 

| increaſe of commerce, wealth, and population 
has forced an increaſe of agrieulture in ſpite 


| of diſcouragement; but it has been unable to 


force-an increaſe of produce equal to the in- . 
creaſed demand. I am of opinion even that 
the tillage has increaſed : at leaſt the number 
of acres brought under the plow, by inclo- 
ſures of waſte and ſheepwalk i in the down- 
| countries, has exceeded that, by incloſure of 
common- field, given to paſture in the vales: 5 
but chen the latter are by much the richer 
- * acres; and wherever the {oil and ſituation al- 
| low the choice of the two modes of huſban- 
7 dry, every external cireumſtance leads to a 
. Ap of Loren w arable f e 5 ; 


* $ 


1 * 


Thave 


F313. 


1 have 3 1 of t a p lang | 
farms as in ſome. inſtances deſirable for the 
improyement of agrieulture, and of. courſe, | 
for public benefit. Among the abſurd fan- 
cies which at various times have obtained the ; 
ſanction of Popular fayor, and the ſupport. af” 
popular clamor, few have been more abſurd 


1441 


than the prejudices. againſt the incloſure of - 


waſtes, and the ingroffing of farms., Excep- 


ting occaſionally a few intereſted. perſons, 4 
they have obtained moſtly among the inba- 155 
bitants of; towns, among thoſe r moſt ignorant 


of huſbandry, and equally 1 ignorant of all the 


great intereſts of the country. Thaye met with 45 


men who. really. believed that converting a 


furzy c or frrampy common into corn-fields, iu - 
jured the country by diminiſhing its produce 135 
The clamor againſt the ingroſſing of farms, " 8 
againſt the too great ſize of farms, i is not qune 8 
prepoſterous: in ſome parts of the country a di-—- 
viſion of farms might be advantageous, equally | 


to the land- owner and to the public; but if 


a who make the clamor could. make the 
law, 


-itious refttictions upon agriculture would be 
| Th the reſult. | It is curious enough to obſerve | 
cat the prejudice agalnſt ingrofſing em 3 
; | lies all againſt killage-farms; 5 which, from 
the nature of the buſineſs, "cannot; wi vith ad- 
vabtage* to the 66cupier, exceed a a certain, and 
that a moderate extent; © Whereas grazing . 
| ſcarcely knows any bounds but thoſe which J 
: the deficiency of paſtire\ to be kented, or of 
capital to ſtock it, may pteſeribe. What 
1 i” would thoſe tradeſmen, \ who'w: walt law 5 to li- — 
q -: the buſineſs of the farmer,” ſay to a propo- | 
f al for a aw to limit their buſineſs? Trade 
£ they will ſay cannot proſper unleſs it is free. 
How then is Ag griculturet6 thrive in ſhackfes | ?. 
What ſpirited cultivation can be reaſonably. 
expected, what man "of capital and fair hopes 
will give his time to agriculture, if he is told 
chat, whatever his induſtry, whatever his ſpitit 
of improvement, he ſhall never kiſe in his 
vocation; he ſhall be condemned fot life to = 


OPT with fortune upon a nartow ſeale: 
if 


* * ea of eos 65 4. c. n+. p. 1 4005 ve WET. 
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: ith : increaſes his Spit, be ma not able 


2 


Ir plus in improving land; he Thall have 
n only one reldatcx, which the new corn bill = 
ſeems to opei „ nöt totally allen from the 
uſine 15 to which he 1 was bred; be may turn 
com-merchant, and Serbe! to 0 any ee : 


if Kon {s pn 


which he ſhall no be Ne employ 0 
augmenting the growth within his own coun- 


5 try. As it is, the buſineſs of agriculture 3 is 


not. over. inviting to thoſe whom wealth . 


lures! We ſee, every day 28 Adam Smith 5 
L has well obſerved, * *the moſt ſplendid. forrunes, | 
s acquired in the courſe of a ſingle life by | 


trade and manufaQures, frequently. from a 


very ſmall capital, ſometimes from no capi- 
. ſingle inſtance of ſuch a fortune ac- 5 


« quired by agriculture i in the ſame time, and | 
> from ſuch a capital, has not, perbaps oc- ; 
6 curred in Europe during the preſent cen- 
Tas * Ob confined i in its nature is 5 the buſi- 


EH : 6 ﬆ. TY e 
82 neſs of agriculture; and yet the re, Us thoſe. | 


2X EE 15 would { ſtill Kerpen ir 1 b 1080 P92, : : | 


ue reſtri&tions ; ignorant in cheir iliberaliry, ity, 

| that ſo A973 would goa injure their own, in- 

tepeſt ;' by 8 bein T9791 he pri ice of the Negele 

ries # lf, and by oo more adventurers oy 
capital to competition 0 dep . 
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5 The extent of babes Wie can 4 A | 
7 rageouſly managed by one man, is however, ww L 
I have obſerved, not lim ited by the nature of 
things for grazing. as for rillage; and hence . 
the well-known faying 8 of old Sils. of which 
Adam Smith has taken notice, without how 
ever aſſigning chis, perhaps a principal id 
of i it, that the moſt advantageous thi thing ir in Huſ⸗ : 
| bandry was feeding well; the. 5% feeding 
moderately well; feedin 4 ill, the third; aud the 
moſt profitable rillage he reckoned below the 
| moſt mer fooding, * "The differeice 
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* Wealth of Nations, b. 1. c. 11. p. 185 v. * The 


* of feeding over ni was probably,” rom the 
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G 344 4 i 1 6 ha8 ers 
a u 11 bit * fill greater to eld 
Cato than even to an Engliſh gentleman farmer. The 
reaſon wh tilage cannot be advantageoul] extended 
beyond 46 th employment of 4 comparat onparatively frat! rl 
tal, is, that many hands muſt not only be employed but 
ende a large amount, and in critical concerns, wide 


of eac h other, fo that no diligence of the maſter. can 
duly ſuperimtend the bufineſs. This would be che cafe 
in 1, antient Italy as in modern England, with the addi- - 


tional diſadtantage, that, as the whole lahor 1 was hee 
to be flazves, the tefourc 


| was unknown, and tha farmer ar owner of dhe ae 


muſt, probably i in mak places, maintain the y year round | 
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as many aver, he would want in harveſt. 
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with much ingenuity of argument, has eri · 
deavoured to ſhow, that the We 1 


may be father adviſable. e Smith, 


ture, an has not — — 
Upon this, however, as upon ſome other oc- 
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caſions, where a knowlege of agriculture Was | 


neceſſary, he ſeems to have taken his premiſes | 


. deficiently: , In another place he has truly re- 


marked chat, in chinly peopled countries, 


corn is always dearer than meat; where po- 


8 is "abundant, meat will always de 


dearer chan corn.  Forwerly, in England 
che prioe of corn exceeded that of meat: at 
preſent the price of meat greatly exceeds that 


of corn. But corn is far che more advantageous | 


| produce for the country; the fame 9 
Jools beſide maintainin ng | fomuch more labor 
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1] rage of cors over meat, tillage can-inable the 
fame land, producing oorn in -courſe;; to pro 
duce ald as much meat as the ſame land in 


— Ä., 7, eee em 


— ͤX: ?, 


U 
— VP Cn ES CARL. le 


— 


K 1 a S — 5 — 0 * — — 
— ̃ ,.. 7 —— — 


— — 


. 


——— 


_ bf p 
Stich they are often at variance: but he ob- 
ſerbes that the Bounty Has a direct telideney 

| n err we cori · merchünt 


vo regulation — en 
the ſmalleſt! degiee, interfere with their fair 
6r-rilifair profins; mectirigs ate immediately 
held; commurlication ia care Stö- he 
moieſt corners of” the country ; peritibus are 
bipport-thercauſo?wittiinific hekiſoty clamur 
is excited without : rbſolutions, i fametimes 
approddhing ſedition, fill die newspapers. 

Efficacy, or the appearance of efficacy, once 


attending ſuch meaſures, the ſlighteſt pre- 


tence gives occaſion to ſimilar attempts. The 
_ tax n been repealed becauſe the 
May 
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baten un gn b. the en 
dechre they will never, zeſt under meaſures; | 
taken for preventing the ſmuggling of tobac- 
cos the þa gk, indighant 8. Fr denied, the | 


uſe. of money hof theirs, can. even, Perun, 
the 1 E PN vp, dhe intereſt of the. | 
ion, to the public intereſ};; in 
a ferof men who, la 


en e are eee 
moſtly 0 che two former, the diſſenters, havo : 
ing, a ming for official power, vote that it is 


_ the ſame thing a8 Civil Freedom,” and chat 


they: will, haye it. Meanwhile the land- 
owners and fariners-hold no meetings t they ; 
patiently truſt, cheir cauſe on all ogcaſions 0 
in Parliament; and | 
| Sheffield. fay 3 are negligent 


che cougterrgentlem 
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| of a .cauſe, which. is ſo much their, own; : 
Adam Smith ſays they miſunderſtand it, and 


ate impoſed upon by che ſuperior acuteneſs 


and diligenee of the men of: trade : Mr. 
Bala tes dhe landed intereſt of this 
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A 550 given by Mr TT on Hick a 
topic, will deſerve, and v will force conſidera · 
tion. For myſelf, however, poliſhing 
my diſpoſition to reſpect whatever comes, un- 
influenced by ſome known prejudice, ik : 
as fanQtion of Mr. Burke's name, I have the 
ſatisfaction not to have any great apprehenſſon | 
on the ſubject. There is not, in this coun- ; 
try, that oppoſition, that ſeparation, between | 
the landed and the monied intereſt, which 
exiſted: in France. On the contrary, à kin 
of partial ammalgamation is perperially going 
forward, a transfuſion of parts of each into 
the body of che other; and whatever bicker- 
- ing, or whatever” ſtruggle; may ariſe about 
ſome concern of the day, there is too much 
fellow feeling between them, too much conſei- 
ouſneſs of a common indereſt in each others 
proſperity, for either to deſire the other's 
ruin. "" Beſides, whatever 1 8 the your of 
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counties,” the geüetal chhrätter of "i indivil 
duals, our Britiſh merchants; and even rradeſ 


men, individually, Yield to Bale in Uberallty 1 a 
ot 1 kv, N 
oy afe Mi. 


and being' Saen 
5 vufttea fe 


4 ' gs dj ; 4 * 
' wes ; l of 1 


er order of ten, to taiſe themſelvel. And. 
if che ferretingaQiviry, under 'guidarice of ts 75 


ſelſim cunning, which, to A 
Smith, are inherent in trade, (in the. ol 


body) ſhould inable it to filch ſorne advantages | 


from the heedleſs generofity of its lazy rival, 
yet the connection (widely different from 
what exiſted in France) with that numerous 


body of the people which lies below the no- 


nied intereſt, gives the landed intereſt of this 


country a breadch of baſis} a weight, a fol. 


_ dity, ſufficient; I. truſt, to withſtand greater 


violence, .than, in the preſent fate of things, 7 
is at all 1 likely to be N 9 8 Ke MM 
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Commi dite of -Council 
hay 10 e in * 1 uation to the 
King, no ground for their opinion. chat h,. 
tain is unable to ſupply itſelf with bread, ex- 
cept. that, for ſeveral years, the ene 

produce bas been deficient. An inquirx 
Which Mr. Popis has propoſed to inſtitute. in 55 
1 the Houſe of Commons, ſince che former 
part of theſe Conſiderations was committed to 
the preſs, may r probably bring forward vais. 
ble informatien on the ſubect. In che meat 
ume none pad deubt e eee 
be in. Whether the inibreaſe ef pro 
duce uf rde keep pace with the poſs 
ſible increaſe of population and luxury, | 
ſarcely any calculation can detormine 3 yet. 
it is ſurely a point not to be given up without | 
an effort. I will however freely-confeſs my 
gwn. apprehenſion, that, tho other ineaſures 
may be beneficial, yet the commutation of 
tithe. alone can produce great benefit; the 
" commutation of tithe is wanting to give al- | 
| e , on moſt 
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Twill venturs 70 a 0 el . W 
to what. has been already ſaid upon thar | 
ject. The effect of rithe is of an ei tr 
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nary kind. Ie Operates | 0 the injury of 
individual. on whom. it is mise er. 
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he beftows pon his land. 17 he e : 
both his labor and his money. t6 2 pell 955 
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tithe affeQts him itte. It operates to 1 
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| of the public, fuk agricu 


2s, general | yrealth gives s means 
royernegt gn agriculture, and 4 
E opulation makes improvement. 
in agriculture f cllary. 5 poor countries, 9 85 
where there i is no capital to be applied to im- 
provement, in thinly peopled countries, 
| . the culture 6 of half the Land cat. ſupply © 8 
i coriſtinij ption At Fall cs! thay ſuperſede Ml 
aiſle, 'richs” is of kerle public: impot- ; 
dance. "It's operates to diſcourage tillage =: 
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s income their juſt Sr, that I defire. 
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1 diſpoſe, de 3 preference of paſturage, a 4 
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ly in proportion, as the increafing wealth 
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of the country giving paſturage the advan- 


e for priyate emolument, incouragement 
Wb 22 IL 429 07, #75; © rod 72211 abli Jer t 
ge is wap o produce public plen 
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ſhort, ex hy mn proportion i to. the population, 
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wealth, and the means ery luxur 
cor ont, jo - 75 the e force. o f Ge 5 of Ti Ti the 
roduce a deficien ency of broad, "If Tam at all 
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in my opinion, the point cannot ot be 
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go firopgly, put; and bach tergymen and 
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e. muſt * and forely will, ex- 
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uſe me; for or it is not — injury, but on 
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s ) ker benefit, their complete in- 


e of of their Thare in in tlie publi ie benefit, 


with the additional advanta Fa eaſier, leſs 
invidious, | leſs liigious receipr « of the ks 
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tithe, as as it now 7 1 N be the "4 
tage of a commutation, which would inable 


1 8 . 
dhe farmer to employ his induſtry and capi; i 
tal to his own benefit inſtead of that of the | 
clergyman or the impropriator, and give him 
to pe the undiſturbed maſter of his on har- 
veſt: for the interference of the tithe- gatherer ; 
with the management of the farmer's. bu- 7 
ſineſs, i is no ſt ſmall p private vexation, and, i in eqn 
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: ſequence, no {all | public e evil. The . — f 


tation would operate at once 28 a bounty upon | 
the improvement. of. arable land, upon the 
improvement of waſte, and upon the, co on- 
verſion of paſture to tillage; and it would ie 
| off the bounty, now in effect exiſting, upou 
the converſion of rillage t to paſture. Let it be 
conſidered what would be the power of 2 A 
bounty. equal to more than eleven per cent 
of the returns, upon any decaying branch of 
commerce and manufacture, whoſe oblect | 
Was an article of neceſſary conſumption ; ; and 
then let it be imagined what might be the 
effect of liberating all the lands of England 
and Wales, now liable to the payment of 
tithe m kind, from 8 of We, tay eleyen 
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5 ee the commutation of the, 9 ty : 
58 che exportation "of grain, and Zi ber. | 
uſſion- PE willing | a induftry | to migrate 


59 


. | Shitherſoever there ma be 4 call for i 
TY = em to be he articles of moſt irhportance 
| A 5 an of n means to "increaſe the 5 
1 2 -growth of « corn., The bounty! has a 4 
1 direct tendency to give e 2 turn in favor of 
ii 9 tillage, , age ainſt chat ſuperiority of emolument 
le Wee wealth and luxury tend to 
| beſtow upon paſturage: ahd i it © has this great 
nendation, that the advantage thus 5. 
ven to tillage, injures not in the le aby in 
tereſt of theirs; „Wllole Lalids, either from ne- 
ceſſity of circumſtan ce: Kor the owner's 
5 choice, remain in paſture.” The liberation of 
"Mike". the fhackles in which che Hs 
| now Bold it, befide increafing the mear's for | 
making improvements in general, muff have 
; Ho # particutar — to relieve che wants af 
| | _— 
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rillages ef keg 5 
to make new exertions in thaſe. ade par? 6 
thoſe branches requiring t moſt labor; ; which 
are, in-general, thoſe by which the greateſt | 
produce is, obtained, of the moſt HR —_ 
kinds, and by which obs ſe-the PER — 


reroſt is moſt e 3 1 
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Wbsers e any; in any way N as an 8 
inducement to employ capital i in tillage, whe- 
ther by diverting it from little, unproſitable 
trade, or by giving tillage advantages over 
meer Feeding, muſt tend to promote. the homer 
We of corn. With the latter view, mo- 
deęerate taxes on the exportation of horſes and 
of .cheeſe, and perhaps of butter, Whether 
| they would produce any co \6derable benefit — 
= will nat undertake to fay, but they would be | 

a be ial endencys.. Wich regard to che 
diverſion of capital from uſeleſs adventure in 
trade, and inviting it to agriculture, farther " 
than ſmoothing the way to tillage, by the 
T repeal of Gaſt obſtruQtians and diſcourage- 
* mente 


705 „„ 
55 ments which have s been already Wass, it 1 
| a matter for the confideratiön rather © of the 
| financier than of the re, noone g 
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What each ought th be doe with the | 
" Aa; and what with malt and beer, are 
alſo matters too deeply connected with the 
buſineſs of finance for me to preſume to ſay. 
Tam informed, ori pretty good authority, that 
. exertions Which have been made to ö 
check frauds in the collection of the revenue 
from the diſtillery, have had' but 2 partial, 
and in ſome inſtances, a temporary and al- 
moſt momentary effect. The perſevering in- 
genuity particularly of the Briſtol diſtillers, 
has baffled every new endeavour 0 couniter- 
work it; and frauds to a very great amGunt 
henna and, in ſpite of all exertions, are ms | 
to be, conſtantly practiſed. 12 am alſo in 
med, on authority of which I have no Wuts 
that Britiſh'- corn, which ought to make 
bread or beer, is diſtilled 1 into ſpirits for the 
eee or pretended” W who, 
nnn LE = OY after 
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be collefted ; that upon Giri Ls . 
With it will fayy can- 5 
nde Berr is the beſt ſolace and ſupport of 
hard labor: in the hot ſeaſon it is almoſt in - 
ſpenſable All the fouthern and thidkind 
ir is ia 
| forwarding the important toll of harveſt; 
when the a of the ſturdieſt kind faints 
with 'exceflive heat and protracted exertion, 
and 4 nutritious drink” only e can recruit ex- 
Baüſted nature. The” harveſt-day's - work k 
in the north, where the | laborers drink 
dim -milk and water, bears no proportion 
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to that | in the ſouth. Spirits will hardly 
meh of 3 
be recommended for the putpoſe of ſup- 
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| | piiding: 2 6 th's. her bie b tang. 
where. -Thetcineluſioe which the country- 
| getitleman may preſume to draw from theſs : 
obſervations is, that whatever taxes or reytz· 
nve-reguilations tend to forbid che uſe of berr, 
and to promote the uſe of ſpirits, are injurious 
1 at the Hedge e 55 "__ 
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While ue are . MES with; | 
but ſuffering under, 4 deficient produce. of 
corn, Ido not conceive that the new indou: 


muton of Parliament, far promoting the 
| | growth of Hemp, can be adviſable. . Scareely 
| any olje&t of tillage interferes. ſo much with 


the growth. of corn. as WR K «coi to 
richeſt _y_ land, and. * 8 pee 


© 38 | e one + in irſelf de TY drag but 
| 4 2 W N * Jews bread. | A Hin- 
01 nat £24 1667. ©2 

hot Gabe 7, that hemp 
1 woke " obje&t for uch a e as the 
Com- 


ngement, at this tims offered to t the coalide- · 


 hempy/the- public) benefit caight be 


: * the ere be none. 
| dee 567 2 3 * En Ho 50H OE. 
wang more partcul td boch of the 
inquiries of the Lords of the Committee of 
Council, and of Lord Sbeffield's remarks, has 
| lain too little within my line of 


for me to undertake $0 L much! or almoſt, 


into the depending corn-bill, to be granted to 
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| preſentation to be true the reaſoning 
them ſoems cogent; and the matter: 
to deſerve very ſerious attention. 6 
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Nor does it appear reaſonably to be appre- 
* Hended'tha it this momentòus bufinefs of the 
corn-trade y hag ecke en 


Conſideration ions, and Which certainly cannot 
be too rnb <A miſtaken 
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to as à polar far in 1 en 
ſutject, and. which ſhalt per as as has 
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rene to the country's welfare, have | | 
urged me to "offer eſe haſty remarks. tothe © Þ 
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